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NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL   

Greetings Parents and Guardians: 

 

Thank you for your attendance last month at Parent Teacher Conferences. Partnering together to ensure the success 

of your child is our goal. March is Music in Our Schools and Youth Arts Month. Thank you for your attendance at 

the recent community Band and Orchestra performances. Our choir had an opportunity to display their talent with a 

special tribute to Mr. Walter Armstrong, who will be retiring at the end of the school year. Hopefully you didn’t miss 

out on our stellar cast as they put on an amazing performance of “Annie Get Your Gun”. The students were amazing! 

Thanks to all who participated and worked hard to ensure this show was a success! 

 

Congratulations to North Pole High School’s AFJROTC program on their recent win and recognition as the State of 

Alaska 2018 JROTC Drill Champions. This is the first time a school in the interior has won this coveted award. The 

following students placed at the Districtwide History Day and will now compete at the state level: Jake Wade, 

Mykena Earle, Catherine Glaza, Anna Green, Alyssa Imbach, Anthony Iles, Analee Kobernuss, Anna Shilanski, Ki 

Barney, Jasmine Allen, Alex Kazense, Nick Samuel, Brianna Lane, Shyler Umphenour, Abby Taylor, and Owen 

Luo. William Samuel was recognized as the 2018 State of Alaska DAR Good Citizen Scholarship recipient. 

 

It’s hard to believe that we are three-fourths finished with the school year! During this semester we are working hard 

to register students for the upcoming school year. Our mission is to ensure that we are empowering learners for a 

global society. We take pride in ensuring our students are College and Career Ready when they leave North Pole 

High. We also would like to make sure that this is a non-stressful time as students decide on what courses they would 

like to take for the upcoming year. Counselors have spent an extensive amount of time working with your child to 

make sure they understand what courses are needed for their upcoming class year. Please work with your child as 

they utilize online tools that are readily available to complete their registration. The Alaska Performance Scholarship 

is a great way to ensure that your child’s monetary needs are met if they plan on pursuing their secondary education 

in Alaska. Log on to the website and track your child’s progress. There are three different tiers for scholarship 

offerings. See which one fits your child best! We offer all the necessary courses to make the pathway to their college 

goals a reality with this scholarship offering.  
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The last of this year’s three-part installment of MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) was recently completed. As 

a parent you will be able to see your child’s growth over the course of the year. The State of Alaska student 

assessment PEAKS (Performance Evaluation of Alaska’s Schools), which is a summative assessment  is untimed. 

PEAKS will be administered April 3-5. Please note that there will be a late start time on test dates. Students 

that are not testing are expected to arrive at school by 9:30. In the event that this is an inconvenience due to 

transportation students that are non-test takers will be engaged in another activity and will not be in their 

scheduled classes. Ninth graders will be tested on April 3 and April 5 in English Language Arts and Mathematics. 

These assessments will take most students between two and three hours.  The Science portion of the assessment will 

take most students less than two hours and will be administered to tenth grade students only.  This assessment does 

not allow students to have any type of cell phone device while testing is administered. Please encourage students to 

leave their device at home during testing due to students being unable to take these devices into the testing location. 

If a need arises for you to contact your student please contact the front office and a message will be sent to them. 

Please be sure to encourage your child to bring a book to read until the end of the designated testing time. Thank you 

for your assistance regarding this important detail to successful testing.  

Regards, 

Clarice Mingo                 

March 12-16 

NO SCHOOL 
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Hey Million!...I let my 
car run on fumes 
before I fill up! Is this 
an issue? 
 

 

In the not too distant past, National Public Radio (NPR) hosted a call-in talk program called Click and 
Clack, aka, the tappet brothers. One particular show the brothers were tasked with settling an argument 
between a man and his girlfriend. She was informing him that if he let his car run low on gas that it would 
damage the fuel injectors. As it turned out, it was a case of a little bit of knowledge is dangerous and the 
fuel injectors are not damaged in the event the vehicle runs out of fuel. However, there are some issues 
with running a gas tank on empty or running out of gas.  

As I field daily car questions/problems from people, I am always amused at the fact that so many people 
run their gas tanks down until the low-fuel light illuminates.  In many cases they play Russian-Roulette 
until the vehicle actually stops running due to a lack of fuel. (AKA…ran out of gas) While listening to this 
is a source of intrigue for me, running your car on fumes before filling up can be a costly venture, in 
addition to the fact that running out of gas can be dangerous and very inconvenient. 

Consider the following points:  (You can prioritize as you see fit) 

1. FUEL PUMP DAMAGE.  Most all vehicles manufactured since 1988 have an electric fuel pump placed 
inside the gas tank. (Doesn’t explode because there is a lack of air for combustion) The gasoline acts like 
a coolant for the electric fuel-pump motor, so when you run very low, this can allow the pump to suck in 
air, which creates heat and can cause the fuel pump to wear prematurely and potentially fail or even 
explode. (The exploding part rarely occurs…but has happened) The repair could end up costing $200.00 
to $1000.00 to fix—much more than the cost to fill up. 

2. CATALYTIC CONVERTOR DAMAGE.  Running a fuel tank low enough to introduce air to the pump, 
can, in some cases, cause a lean air fuel ratio or an engine backfire which can damage the honeycomb 
membrane in the convertor. This can be also be an expensive repair in the area of $300.00 to $1000.00 

3. MOISTURE.  Running a tank low on fuel creates much more condensation in the fuel tank, especially 
if you are one who parks your vehicle in a warm garage. 

4. SAFETY and INCONVENIENCE.  Can we talk… (reminds me of Joan Rivers, a name those of younger 
skin will not recognize). The fact is, driving on a low tank in Alaska can strand you in some poor spots or 

Automotive 
by Jerry Million 



NORTH POLE HIGH SCHOOL MARCH 2018 | Issue 7  4 

 

 

even get you in an accident when the car suddenly stops running. At -50 below, you never know when 
there will be an emergency where you need the extra fuel to stay warm or get somewhere quick with no 
time to hunt for fuel. 

My recommendation is to keep your gas tank at no less than ½ full in the winter and no less than ¼ full 
in the summer before filling up. When you really think about it…. you are going to buy the gas anyway 
and the possible problems that can occur if you don’t are not worth the risk. 

Post Script:  Most vehicles will travel approximately 15 miles after the low fuel light turns on 

Students in North Pole High School’s Automotive Technology Program are trained to understand, 
diagnosis, and properly repair the complicated systems on today’s high tech vehicles to.  We are training 
technicians for the 21st Century.  

                

 

 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 

TAMMY ROBERTS – 687-8456 

RONNIE O’CONNOR – 347-5335 

  



NORTH POLE HIGH SCHOOL MARCH 2018 | Issue 7  5 

 

 

Spanish Room News 
Submitted by:Sra. KaBe  

        

Highlights for the month of March 

Three students participated in the State Declamation on March 3 in Anchorage The students 

who participated were Austin Borden, Mirabel Sprague Burleson and Josef Galath-Schruf . 

 

 

Spanish I  

The theme for the unit is season, weather, dates and activities. The students will present a 

favorite season on March 22.   

Spanish II    

The theme for the unit is the home and chores.  The students will talk about their homes and 

chores on March 22.  

Sra. KaBe   
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JROTC NEWS 
Submitted by: Chief Brad Spilinek  
 

North Pole JROTC Drill Team Earns State Championship at Alaska JROTC 
State Drill Competition 

 
The North Pole High School Air Force JROTC drill team culminated its drill season with a first-place finish from 
among the 12 teams participating in Alaska JROTC State Drill Competition at Service High School in Anchorage on 
Saturday, February 24.   North Pole finished with a top three placement in each of the seven competition 
events.  The first five events are considered regulation drill where cadets are graded on how well they execute 
against a standardized sequence of drill movements.  The top team’s score after these five regulation events 
determine the state JROTC champion.  North Pole finished first in the Varsity Color Guard event, second in the First 
Year Unarmed Regulation Drill event, and third in Varsity Unarmed Regulation Drill, First Year Unarmed Regulation 
Drill and Armed Regulation Drill events.  
  
The final two team competition events involved exhibition drill where cadets are tasked to develop a routine to 
entertain the audience with a performance lasting no fewer than four minutes and no longer than six minutes. 
North Pole’s Unarmed Exhibition Drill team repeated as state champion this year and its Armed Exhibition Drill 
team earned its third consecutive state championship.   
  
Individual Armed Exhibition Drill was the final event of the state competition.  North Pole Cadet Beau Roberts’ 
spectacular rifle throws and military bearing resulted in him earning the state championship over 8 other 
competitors. 
  
The North Pole drill team also earned, for the second year in a row, the state award for the best GPA among large 
drill teams with a team GPA of 3.47 on a scale of 4.0.   
  
The day prior to the state championship, the cadets toured the aircraft of the Alaska Air National Guard’s 176th wing 
where the learned about the missions of the Alaska Air National Guard and the education benefits offered to Alaska 
Air Guard members in the state. 
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Art Room News 
Submitted by: Laurel Herbeck 

 

YOUTH ART MONTH! 

 
March is YOUTH ART MONTH! In the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, we celebrate with a student 

art show, UP WITH ART.  The artwork is displayed at the Bear Gallery at the Civic Center (octagonal building) at 

Pioneer Park in Fairbanks.  

  

North Pole High School is represented by Sara Snyder, Jillian Watts, Shyler Umphenour, Travis Winterton, 

Elizabeth Fuller, Brianna Wilcox, Katelynn Monzulla, and Amanda Norton who entered 14 artworks in the 

categories of drawing, graphic design, sculpture, jewelry and photography.   

 

Two students won awards for their work.  Travis Winterton received First Place in Graphic Design and Elizabeth 

Fuller received a Second Place in Sculpture for her fused glass eagle. Congratulations to both of them!  Up with Art 

is the work of the top student artists in the district and it is an honor to be selected to participate. The work will hang 

in the Bear Gallery for the month of March. 

 

 

 

 

Students in 3D Art and Jewelry are working on 

a large glass installation for the stairwell next to 

the elevator.  They have been working with 

guest artist Margaret Donat to create four 

panels representing four seasons (some brief) in 

Alaska.  

Students are doing an awesome job designing and 

cutting glass into a variety of plants, animals, 

snowflakes, Northern Lights and insects, trees and 

other landscape elements. Ms. Donat has been here for 

an Artist Residency paid for in part by the Fairbanks 

Arts Association, Alaska State Council for the Arts 

and the Rasmusen Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

This month North Pole High school and Eielson High School are displaying artwork at the School Board Assembly 

Chambers in the school district building in downtown Fairbanks.  Some of the Memory Project portraits of Syrian 

Refugee children produced last semester and large pastel drawing from nature will be on display for the month of 

March. If you have a chance to visit the building stop in and view the artwork. 

 

CELEBRATE YOUTH ART MONTH, VISIT THE BEAR GALLERY AND SCHOOL BOARD 

ASSEMBLY ROOM! SUPPORT STUDENT ART AND ART PROGRAMS! 
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A GUIDE FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS 

ON THE DISTRICT' S DECISION PROCESS 

FOR POSSIBLE SCHOOL CLOSURE DAYS.  

‐

NIGHT BEFORE...  

THE DECISION 

MORNING OF.. .  

DELAYED START 
OF SCHOOL

SCHOOL 
CLOSURE

THE COMMUNICATION 

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

COMMUNICATION METHODS 
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ANE – December Renee Dawn Vestal 

 

Art – Katelynn Monzulla 

 

Auto – Jonathan Week (Basic Auto) 

 

Counseling – Chase Stewart 

 

Drafting – Robert Matthys 

 

JROTC – Cameron Conley 

 

Language Arts –  Kaitlynn Bruhl  

 

Library Assistant – Joseph Vondra 

 

Math – Alexys Koerner 

 

Metals – Robert Matthys 

 

Office Practice Specialist – Shayla Ginnis   

 

Performing Arts – Cheyanna Rood 

 

Physical Education – Hannah Johnson 

 

Social Studies – Caleb Freeman 

 

Spanish – Josef Schruf 

 

NORTH POLE CITY COUNCIL STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
 

Katelyn Bartley 
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The Patriot Closet is up and running!! The closet is available to ALL North Pole High students.  There are no 
requirements to shop the closet and there is no cost! 
  
We are still in search of Prom/ Ball Dresses or Suits of any size and style that are no longer wanted these dresses 
will be available to girls and boys who may not be able to afford the overall cost of Senior Ball. 
 
 Thank you to all who have already donated to the closet. 
 

We are hoping to create a closet available to all students that will allow them access to clothing and personal 
hygiene items at no cost. 
  
With that being said if you have any teen/young/adult style clothing, male or female, all sizes needed, that you 
are getting rid of PLEASE consider donating to the Patriot Closet.  We are also accepting coats, spirit gear, purses, 
jewelry, shoes, etc.  The only thing we ask is that it be laundered before bringing it in. 
  
You can donate at the front office!! 
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Enroll on our website 

eftours.com/enroll

Enroll by phone 

800-665-5364

Enroll by mail  

EF Educational Tours  

Two Education Street  

Cambridge, MA 02141

The easiest ways to

ENROLL TODAY

S18 | CRI | 1

Our child came home a citizen of a global 

community with a greater understanding 

of their part in the world. Now, they 

understand that there is so much more   

out there than our everyday

–CHARLOTTE, DAUGHTER TRAVELED JUNE 2015

Tour review

THE WORLD LEADER IN  
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

For over 50 years EF has been working toward 

one global mission: Opening the World Through 

Education. Your teacher has partnered with EF 

because of our unmatched worldwide presence, 

our focus on affordability, and our commitment to 

providing experiences that teach critical thinking, 

problem solving, collaboration, and global 

competence. What’s more:

–  We always offer the lowest prices, guaranteed

so more students can travel.

–  We’re fully accredited, just like your school,

so you can earn credit while on tour.

–  All of our educational tours feature experiential

learning activities and visits to the best sites.

–  We’re completely committed to your safety.

We have more than 500 schools and offices in over

50 countries around the world, so local EF staff

members can react quickly and in person

wherever you travel.

–  Your full-time Tour Director is with your group

every step of the way on tour, providing insight

about your destinations as well as great local tips.
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The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, 
creed, sex, age, national origin, physical or mental disability, 
marital status, changes in marital status, pregnancy, 
parenthood, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran 
status.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of sex in violation of Title IX

of the Education Amendments of 1972 in the educational

programs or activities which it operates.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of disability in violation of

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This

includes admission or access to, or treatment or

employment in its programs, services, and activities.

Individuals requiring further information should contact

the designated compliance director:

Mrs. Tanya Coty

Employment and Educational Opportunity Director

520 Fifth Avenue

4th Floor, Suite A

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 452-2000 ext. 11466

Fax (907) 452-3172

tanya.coty@k12northstar.org

February 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE


	Hey Million!...I let my car run on fumes before I fill up! Is this an issue?
	In the not too distant past, National Public Radio (NPR) hosted a call-in talk program called Click and Clack, aka, the tappet brothers. One particular show the brothers were tasked with settling an argument between a man and his girlfriend. She was i...
	Automotive

